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documents accompanying the 
[ Governor’s Letter. 

No. 5. 

|s;r Boston, June 22d, 1804. 

I The J-eghlatnreof this Commonwealth have 
^quested me to inform your excellency of their f 5,n?*\rh^h ,vrt; stated in the inclosed resolu- 
aon, ani to reqqcat that similar measures may i he adopted m the State of Virginia. I havc th- h >nor to be sir, with great respect, your excel- I lrucy’s moat obt. servant, 

(Signed) CALEB STRONG. TJis Excellency the Governor 
of the State ol Virginia. A Corv 

COMMONWEALTH OJT MIS'ACLWKtZ. I 1 the House of Representatives, 

I.,„ 
„ 

Jul*e 16th, 1 SOT. 
Whereas bv the Constitution of the United 

States, :t is provided, that representatives shall 
be apportioned among die several states, accord- 
ingto their respective numbers, which shall be 
determined by adding to the whole number of 
Jrce persons including those bound to service f.>r 
Htciui oi years, and excluding Indians not tax- 
k-u, turec fifths ©i all other persons : and further, 
rl*t for the ^.i ice of President and Vice-Presi- 
r ent (n the United Stales, each state shall ap- 

°;nJ u nuTJ;bcr of Electors equal to the whole 
'.lumber ot Senators andRepresentadves to which 

ic state may he entitled in the Congress i 
And whereas the said provisions were so ma- 

l.i.c&dj unequal, at the time the Constitution was 
formed, that they could have resulted only from 
tut spirit of conciliation aiul coippromise, tvliicn 
indue need the Eastern Status j because in con- 
sequence thereof, a representation of die states 
ia hroduced, unjust and injurious in its operati- 
on, both *• it regards th« number of free inha- 
c.tunu in .he several states and their propertv 
a», in a State where the slavery of m m is csta- 
biishe.i by law, the slaw.:; have no voice in the 
election* ;....i»uta planter possessing fifty slave# 
maybe considered u»* having thirty votes, while 
a farmer oi '-fessaermsettii, having equal or 
greater property, is confined to a single vote : 

And wbareas itie *0cct of these°protisions Va« been rendered more unequal and injurious, 
■J .CM-rte ?^LVCnt*’ s*nfe th* constitution 
Was established, b# nn au«menMii’>n __ 

btr.of slaves i» the Souihern States, and also by an increase ol person property in the Eastern 
Oi-itcj., arising fron*-.he commercial spirit of the inhabitants: 

And whereas the said provisions have been Tendered more injurious, by important political cbnngus, introduced during the present admini- 
stration, m the purchase of Louisiana, an exten- 
si /e country, which will require gr-mt numbers 

*'*)'for i«-s cultivation ; and when admitted 
irr.o the Union, agreeably to th~ cession, will contribute by the number of its slaves,' to det- 
troy the real influence of the Eastern Slates in 
t*;e id it tonal Government; and also in the ori- 
gin.!. »v >de of electing the President of the U. 
states, whereby in Uie Appointment of that im- 
>ortant magistrate, the right of the small states 
among which ar« most of the Eastern Stats*) wnerv there are lew or no slaves, is greatly di- 

minished : 
* 

An l whereas in the apportionment of the d:f- 
fvrent truces, the only compensation proposed by toe constitution, to the states not holding slaves, tor tne aforesaid unequal principle in re present a- 
tmn, is now merely nominal, as the national re- 
venues are principally derived from commercial 
imposts, the present administration having re- 
per led the excise laws, which operated in Zmr 
measure, by a tux on luxuries, to equalize air.oi'r 
tue several 3t?tes the contributions to the public burthens ; and having also recently assessed ad- 
dition;!. millions on commerce, of which the Eas- 
tern States must pay much more than their due 
proportion, so that instead of contributing less 
man ti.eir proportionate share of public expense, 
a- was contemplated by the Constitution, as a 
counterpart iw unequal representation, they con- 
tribute more: 

And whereas a union of the *tn‘cs, a measure 
so impo/tsnt in its consequences, cannot harmo- 
niously eu;st, for a long period, unless it lie 
b unded on principles which shall secure to all 
fie ; citizen*,equal politic?.! rights and privileges n the government, s® that a minority ®l free ci- 

zens may not govern a majority, an event, inch, on the principles of representation now 
.tab!idied, has already happened and may al- 
•ays happen : 

Therefore, to preserve the Union of the 
aUv;, upon sound and just principles, and to 
.tab.ish a foundation for general harmony and 
•nfidence among all the citizens of the United 
ate*, by securing to them now, and at all fu- 
* pc nous, equal political rights and privi- 
K solved, that the Senator* of this Common- 
ahh in the Congress of the United States be. 

d they are hereby instructed, t® take all pro- 

per ami legal measures to obtain an amendment 
Oi the Constitution ot the United States, so that 
the Representatives he apportioned amongthesfc- veral *tates according to the numbers ot'their 
tree inhabitants respectively, and for thi3 pur- 
pose, that they endeavor to obtain a resolution of 
c ao thirds ol both Houses of Congress, propos- ing such amendment to the Legislatures oi the 
several s'«tcs in the Union. 

And he it further Resolved, that his excellen- 
cy the Governor be requested to transmit to each 
ot the said Senators, an attested copy of this re- 
solution. And be it further Resolved, that hi3 
excellency the Governor be requested to inform 
the Chief Magistrates of ihe several states, of 
the doings of the Legislature of tlii3 Crtmmon- 
wcalth, and request thc.n to adopt the same mea- 
sures. 

Sent up for concurrence. 
H. G. OTIS, Speaker; 

IN SENATE, June 20, 1804-. 
Read and concurred. 

D. CO 1315, President. 
A true Copy. 

Attest, 
JOHN AVERT, Secretary. 

A Copy. 
N o. 9. 

Extract ot * letter from the Supetintendaht of 
the Manufactory of Arms, to tlie Governor, dated September 22, 180?.. 

u 1 f MAY he proper to observe, that no 

augmentation oi the number o 1 Artificers at 
the Armoury, has been ;w»lr* in the pr.-se nty- arj the reason of which is, tlv i Autumn bring the 
time in which labouring nien usually contra-1 
tor employment far the vear, that siv.vm was 
Pa»»ed before it was known whs ther the Legis- lature would appropriate for can s it;g on die mai 
nulactcry, a sum sufficient to justify an Aug- mentation ; and »t is ahvn\ 4 difficult to get work- 
men in the Spring or Summer : I may further 
add, that the Treasury having fiih-d early in the 
3i make payment at the tim'* die pay iotU were presented, and the workmen having hea’ 1 that ther .* was no certainty of payment until me month ol October, many of them went 
awav, observing, th*t th»y would return ngv-.in at the fall, v/hen the public would he enabled to 
pay them for their work; ’i'he failure of the 
.1 G^uiy r. single day to makepavuient when 
k is <iue, and when they expect to receive it, in- 
duces many of the men, who are needy, to sell 
their claims bciow their value, some* times to ci- 
tiver.s, and some times to their fellow workmen, 

nrougnt money when they came her**, 
rr who have made it since ; which raiiscs much 
rmirmurii r;, £c really pr.-vcnW r.r.v work- 
men from engaging.' 1 hey remark, that the wc : 
r.icn are not on a ioc'inr, rie ti'.e poorer t) «*- of 

v/knt of their *av, to support their fan hit* ;<liJ 
tnemseives, when those who h ,vo money r: 

prey ti»on their necessities. 1 h;we eiid. avoi.X 
t J a.i in ray power to pi treat Svieh specui.v.ion{ and thrrr making- *a.»h so -rifsces j hut to no pur- 
pose, li they CiO« list i,iti'i' di.'*civ receive their 
day when they expect it, they r. ;!i irrvr.ieiliatrly sell their claims. I however'trnst that ir. future 
*<wh ni hires w.ll seldom happen. 1 expect a 
considerable augmentation of the number ol Ar- 
tificer* bcfo.rf the end ni ih«* venr.” 

gg- wtrrvz>m. -~t.~j-j- m -ir>J,T u, 

llous c of D clega tes of \ ri; ^ in ia. 

Wednesday, December lt!i, 1304; 

Ordered, i nat icftve he given to or* n r* hi 
a bill, “ Authorising co unt*, commissioners 
to tnskc *' e or certain land**, Ivmy in the 
ebunty of Elizabeth C'«ty and that "Messrs. 
Malory, \\ dstwood, Semple, Eeseud, Sotith- 
r.ll, Diggs and Hudgins, do prepare and bring in the same. 

A petition from Samuel Man,hall, of the 
county of Powhatan, admiimtratof of Willi- 
a»-*. Hopkins, dec’d. Joanna Hopkins, widow 
of the said William, and sundry childre n of 
tnc said Vv illiam > was presented and read, 
praying the passage of a law authorising the 
w.k^ot a certain tr. ct of land, in the county of Powhatan, lielonging to die es*atc of the 
said. \\ illiam Hopkins, for certain purposes in the stud petition stat< d. 

Ordered, That the said petition he r fer- 
red to the committee for courts of justice ; that they do examine the matter thereof, and 
report the same, with their opinion thereup- 
on, to the house. 

A petition front sundry inhabitants or Eli- 
/. »bc«ii ( ity county and its vicinity, prayin'* the passage ol a law to prohibit hauling the 
sei.iC, F >i fish, during certain seasons of the 
year, for reasons in the said petition stated, 
was presented and read. 

th^h^MSL °f lhC C0UnlieS Cf No,foifc* Pri“CM Ara* *"d 

landISofaA1Cv1‘°1' fum ?',,lJ'y ?ey’ons> Pa)i»g the establishment of a fern.-across the 

o^Litc shorcf Hendcrsc:,>« ** mouth ot Sow creek, across the Oluo ‘river to the 

orirtora oralhK^ ?fWiKSm B^R*5r«and Edward MoieVjr, stating that they arc the r.rc- 
L . ..,,1 ; 

1 ver’ between the counties of Chariot'e and 
'’ 

r. 
" \ H; tl,ey may 1 e authorised to establish a toil bridge across the vk' n 

It s’vne" ^ °.fonc 01 tai; Petitioners to the lands of tire ether on tire <™o4 t >" atsomeconveuwatplrce, contiguot t to the said ferry; 
11 "" 

■nccs 'til’t l\t, i,:s Sluti lw roferred «»the committee of propositions and i-r;ev- 

S^»P^t‘htrm““ ti,Cre0'; v/i'-it their opinion 

th;vaPne~ro ^ ’’ °”:'2 Countv PfLaf“astor, was presented and read, stating ; ProI>'1 -y, was executed m the said county fur mnrde- iprl tJvit *h- s;ud negro \vas greatly undervalued by the court of the v kl countv ;md ^vi 1^.' 1 
comjxarsat.on roam tire legislature, to the full value of the s*id n-^ E fe ac-I,,,''1'Pt 

■4; rv■■■■■■■: ; ■ 

;yr::y ,y.:, .*. 

cn,^’ n'dA-V** S?v°T * U,ti:e acc°mpunying documents, he referred to .he 

s^ayjx:1*thc,:u;titr ̂  *«. 

■ JDccjmbc'r 6. 

Commimination f nri the Senate by their cleric; 
Uueagrcvt to th.: :oi idon of the Hou* of Deleft-, to w-ocwl ri 

u-sdlbLV eVe'ttv?. J'J“U aPP<:lua5e“t ofa Public pruiir io this common- 

re oraer o; .no day -re the .rate cf lire commonwealth being read 
■ ’tffl to-mon ,w. 

B 

day by joint ballot #iA the ttoato e. I— cnoice ol a pjouc punier, for one year, being lead ; L.n ?:n!*nn ° 

£w r3 •••!:"! i’ySi;;<lC- ;Vr *? PosfP<™cl ««*» Monday, the 17th instant. 
‘C X "Oef.aer.u tiO UCCiUcUiit the Se liiitC there With. »:ui 

<-UI IV! Ui'.lClO. 

Ou motion; 

to 
,'°,'se J ] .‘°-morrow> proixed by joint ballot with the Senete, 

.nonwealth for one year. te rl'^cto ° °° Cr‘:Ty e sa‘d resoiutioa to d,c S'™*. and tiosire their' 
G-. motion, 

harbour do cany ,Ire aid resolution to the Senate, and desire their 

Crdm-d, Tint leave be given t bring in a bill, “ To abolish tire office «f nubile ori 
■ Wa ton. Wooding, Smyth, {Wythe) .... V " 

",“ ‘v ail', atixon, <1»> prepare and bring in tee sene 

", V ^ 10 onf«.ma biix “ To authorise the courts of certain 
>f the revenue for the said counti 

■ 1 thht Messrs. Baker,Otey, Campbell ... 
r, 

J (Loursaj do prepare and bong in the same. 

• rr-'-rx.'’ i iM leave be fiver, to bring in a fclii, “ To lay olftlie several counties within mtbeds or districts, forthe more convenient lioldin ele ions, 
, 

1 
-• Renting Cckmm*(C tiroline) 

•o,; <-<“*■■*>, lVuay tuid Catch, do prepay and bring 'the same! 
AVje.r.vf, lh.u -onuitl. .f die standing rale of tlus liouse, as confines the numV- of a «•->• m ecii.ru.'.'er to seven, U rescinded, and that such conrrnitu.es U ecr.-x; td 'cf «• e number not loss than live ,.or more Ilian thli-teen. 1 0 ,e 

On r.:f.«;or»j 
Avcr/sta, That a committee be appointed to enquire into the ; resent sta«- of the ravi gv .on o. Jarne, nver ummet.de mater ; whether tbe James river'commr.."h.w -a. u . 

v —iiclcl t’;t;r charter; whether any, and if any what nro U mP*f them to comply with those conditions; aiS whcdwr it 
r^?^ClVin» y*:T: f.ni!t ll,L> to makea communication by locks or otherwise 
or oilV-rVi'l-—1"* 1&U'JU CT‘d tidewater, and tluit they be directed to report by bill 

Am: a committee: was nppomicd of Messieurs Cabell, Pcrrow, Otcy, L' ftwich Biker 

A petition of Ihirwcll Grifn* -was tircser/cd and r< , 

J/*"» * <*<*» nTS1 dren of James Williams, for d c Ix neiit of the said orphans; 
h * d 

Aiso a petition from the trustees of the io\vn of Jeffer or in (’„ln,,.-or,v 
a further time for the owners of lots i, the raid towr.to improve tlwsunr"- pT!lymS 

to tl‘,e'ia';Fflal"n,."'0m SUn‘,iy inh:ibitanU ot' «** to™ * «™*r » county- 
Also a petition from the Library Company of Prince-Ffocrt* r-vinm be mconxmued under certain repdstion' Jd condition, "** 

tain ft of* !<>n r* retlcrtc OatscUrr, praying that the right of the Commonwealth m, cm tarn lot ol ground m the town of Charlottes ilc, may be VvS>ted », Ute ,*U ion»r I sons m tlie said petition mentioned ; peudoner, t r 

nrw p'f a,'P,f I!'0!'^T’ 'llC-tra ■,tfces <if Abingdon Academy,in the courcv of Washington pra, i. {, tuae ct» uin lands m the said county may lx: vested in t*. m o, f« ,1 .. 
° 

lor the benefit of the said Academy ; 
* * UiCm ®Ut l,‘eir •«cce»>m 

Also a pj’tit’on from a number of the inhabitants of the citv of IP^hmoml nr*, 

ST U!C U,nib °f lhC "» ->• •«»*« to -tain bJmikf K JSJv^uS; 
twinkrc '' r-hat !1lC ^(1 fcllt,ons hc referred to the ccmmittc c for courts of iusticc th e 

*** "“*** ***** *nd rcPort l'Be SJ,nc> wi(1> *<* Cftnratt tiercti|jon, t* 


